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out in section 5316 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

§5708. Administrative provisions

(a) The Foundation may—

(1) appoint and fix the compensation of such
personnel as may be necessary to carry out
the provisions of this chapter, except that in
no case shall employees (other than the Exec-
utive Secretary) be compensated at a rate in
excess of the rate of basic pay payable for
GS15 of the General Schedule;

(2) procure temporary and intermittent serv-
ices of such experts and consultants as are
necessary to the extent authorized by section
3109 of title 5, but at rates not in excess of the
rate of basic pay payable for Executive Level
V;

(3) prescribe such regulations as the Founda-
tion may determine to be necessary governing
the manner in which its functions shall be car-
ried out;

(4) receive money and other property do-
nated, bequeathed, or devised, without condi-
tion or restriction other than it be used for
the purposes of the Foundation; and to use,
sell, or otherwise dispose of such property for
the purpose of carrying out its functions;

(5) accept and utilize the services of vol-
untary and uncompensated personnel and re-
imburse them for travel expenses, including
per diem, as authorized by section 5703 of title
5;

(6) enter into contracts, grants, or other ar-
rangements, or modifications thereof, to carry
out the provisions of this chapter, and such
contracts or modifications thereof may, with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
of the Board, be entered into without perform-
ance or other bonds, and without regard to
section b of title 41;

(7) make advances, progress, and other pay-
ments which the Board deems necessary under
this chapter without regard to the provisions
of section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31;

(8) rent office space;

(9) conduct programs in addition to or in
conjunction with the Fellowship program
which shall further the Foundation’s purpose
of encouraging new discoveries in all fields of
endeavor for the benefit of mankind; and

(10) to make other necessary expenditures.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Foundation shall
submit to the President and to the Congress an
annual report of its operations under this chap-
ter.

(Pub. L. 102281, title IV, §429, May 13, 1992, 106
Stat. 144.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is
set out under section 5332 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees.

Executive Level V, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), prob-
ably means level V of the Executive Schedule, which is
set out in section 5316 of Title 5.

CODIFICATION

In subsec. (a)(7), ‘“‘section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31"
substituted for reference to section 529 of title 31,
United States Code, on authority of Pub. L. 97258, §4(b),
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Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the first section of which
enacted Title 31, Money and Finance.
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section 2001.

§5801. Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to provide a
framework for meeting the National Education
Goals established by subchapter I of this chapter
by—

(1) promoting coherent,
temic education reform;

(2) improving the quality of learning and
teaching in the classroom and in the work-
place;

(3) defining appropriate and coherent Fed-
eral, State, and local roles and responsibilities
for education reform and lifelong learning;

(4) establishing valid and reliable mecha-
nisms for—

(A) building a broad national consensus on
American education reform;

(B) assisting in the development and cer-
tification of high-quality, internationally
competitive content and student perform-
ance standards;

(C) assisting in the development and cer-
tification of opportunity-to-learn standards;
and

(D) assisting in the development and cer-
tification of high-quality assessment meas-
ures that reflect the internationally com-
petitive content and student performance
standards;

nationwide, sys-

(5) supporting new initiatives at the Federal,
State, local, and school levels to provide equal
educational opportunity for all students to
meet high academic and occupational skill
standards and to succeed in the world of em-
ployment and civic participation;

(6) providing a framework for the reauthor-
ization of all Federal education programs by—

(A) creating a vision of excellence and eq-
uity that will guide all Federal education
and related programs;

(B) providing for the establishment of
high-quality, internationally competitive
content and student performance standards
and strategies that all students will be ex-
pected to achieve;

(C) providing for the establishment of
high-quality, internationally competitive
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opportunity-to-learn standards that all
States, local educational agencies, and

schools should achieve;

(D) encouraging and enabling all State
educational agencies and local educational
agencies to develop comprehensive improve-
ment plans that will provide a coherent
framework for the implementation of reau-
thorized Federal education and related pro-
grams in an integrated fashion that effec-
tively educates all children to prepare them
to participate fully as workers, parents, and
citizens;

(B) providing resources to help individual
schools, including those serving students
with high needs, develop and implement
comprehensive improvement plans; and

(F) promoting the use of technology to en-
able all students to achieve the National
Education Goals;

(7) stimulating the development and adop-
tion of a voluntary national system of skill
standards and certification to serve as a cor-
nerstone of the national strategy to enhance
workforce skills; and

(8) assisting every elementary and secondary
school that receives funds under this chapter
to actively involve parents and families in
supporting the academic work of their chil-
dren at home and in providing parents with
skills to advocate for their children at school.

(Pub. L. 103227, §2, Mar. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 128.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 103227, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 125, which is classified principally to this chapter.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note below and Tables.

SHORT TITLE

Section 1(a) of Pub. L. 103227 provided that: ‘“This Act
(other than titles V and IX) [enacting this chapter
(other than subchapters V and IX) and sections 3351 and
3425 of this title, amending sections 1107, 1221el, 1232h,
2421, 3381 to 3384, 3386, and 5093 of this title, section 5315
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees,
sections 1632, 1633, and 1635 of Title 29, Labor, and sec-
tion 11903a of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare,
and enacting provisions set out as notes under sections
5093 and 6301 of this title and section 11901 of Title 42]
may be cited as the ‘Goals 2000: Educate America Act’.”

§5802. Definitions
(a) Subchapters I, II, ITI, and X

As used in subchapters I, II, III, and X of this
chapter—

(1) the terms ‘‘all students” and ‘all chil-
dren’” mean students or children from a broad
range of backgrounds and circumstances, in-
cluding disadvantaged students and children,
students or children with diverse racial, eth-
nic, and cultural backgrounds, American Indi-
ans, Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians, stu-
dents or children with disabilities, students or
children with limited-English proficiency,
school-aged students or children who have
dropped out of school, migratory students or
children, and academically talented students
and children;

(2) the term ““‘Bureau’’, unless otherwise pro-
vided, means the Bureau of Indian Affairs;
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(3) the terms ‘‘community”, ‘‘public”’, and
‘“‘advocacy group’’ include representatives of
organizations advocating for the education of
American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian children and Indian tribes;

(4) the term ‘‘content standards’” means
broad descriptions of the knowledge and skills
students should acquire in a particular subject
area;

(5) the term ‘‘Governor’”’ means the chief ex-
ecutive of the State;

(6) the terms ‘“‘local educational agency’’ and
‘“‘State educational agency’ have the meaning
given such terms in section 8801 of this title;

(7) the term ‘‘opportunity-to-learn stand-
ards’ means the criteria for, and the basis of,
assessing the sufficiency or quality of the re-
sources, practices, and conditions necessary at
each level of the education system (schools,
local educational agencies, and States) to pro-
vide all students with an opportunity to learn
the material in voluntary national content
standards or State content standards;

(8) the term ‘‘outlying areas’ means Guam,
American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
Palau (until the effective date of the Compact
of Free Association with the Government of
Palau), the Republic of the Marshall Islands,
and the Federated States of Micronesia;

(9) the term ‘“‘performance standards’ means
concrete examples and explicit definitions of
what students have to know and be able to do
to demonstrate that such students are pro-
ficient in the skills and knowledge framed by
content standards;

(10) the term ‘‘related services’” has the
same meaning given such term under section
1401(a)(17) of this title;

(11) the term ‘‘State assessment’” means
measures of student performance which in-
clude at least 1 instrument of evaluation, and
may include other measures of student per-
formance, for a specific purpose and use which
are intended to evaluate the progress of all
students in the State toward learning the ma-
terial in State content standards in 1 or more
subject areas;

(12) the term ‘‘school’” means a public school
that is under the authority of the State edu-
cational agency or a local educational agency
or, for the purpose of carrying out section
5895(b) of this title, a school that is operated
or funded by the Bureau;

(13) the term ‘‘Secretary’, unless otherwise
provided, means the Secretary of Education;
and

(14) the term ‘‘State’’, unless otherwise pro-
vided, means each of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, and each of the outlying areas.

(b) Subchapters IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, and IX

For the purpose of subchapters IV, V, VI, VII,
VIII, and IX of this chapter—

(1) except as provided in paragraph (3) and
unless otherwise provided, the terms used in
such subchapters have the same meanings
given such terms in section 8801 of this title;

(2) the term ‘‘Bureau’’, unless otherwise pro-
vided, means the Bureau of Indian Affairs; and



§5811

(3) the term ‘‘Secretary’, unless otherwise
provided, means the Secretary of Education.

(Pub. L. 103227, §3, Mar. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 129;
Pub. L. 103382, title III, §394(f)(1), Oct. 20, 1994,
108 Stat. 4027.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Subchapters I to X, referred to in text, were in the
original references to titles I to X of Pub. L. 103227,
Mar. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 131265. Titles I, III, IV, V, VI, and
VIII are classified generally to subchapters I (§6811 et
seq.), III (§5881 et seq.), IV (§5911 et seq.), V (§5931 et
seq.), VI (§6951), and VIII (§6981 et seq.), respectively, of
this chapter. Title II enacted subchapter II (§56821 et
seq.) of this chapter and section 3425 of this title,
amended section 5093 of this title and section 5315 of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, and
enacted provisions set out as a note under section 5093
of this title. Title VII enacted subchapter VII (§56961 et
seq.) of this chapter and amended section 1221el of this
title. Title IX enacted subchapter IX (§6001 et seq.) of
this chapter, amended sections 2422, 3155, 3412, 3419,
3462, and 4085b of this title, repealed section 1221e of
this title, and enacted provisions set out as notes under
sections 1221e and 3155 of this title. Title X enacted sub-
chapter X (§6061 et seq.) of this chapter and section 3351
of this title, amended sections 1107, 1232h, 2421, 3381 to
3384, and 3386 of this title, sections 1632, 1633, and 1635
of Title 29, Labor, and section 11903a of Title 42, The
Public Health and Welfare, and enacted provisions set
out as notes under section 6301 of this title and section
11901 of Title 42. For complete classification of titles I
to X to the Code, see Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 103382, §394(£)(1)(A)(d), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 8801 for ‘‘section 2891"".

Subsec. (a)(10). Pub. L. 103382, §394(f)(1)(A)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 1401(a)(17)” for ‘‘section 1401”’.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 103382, §394(f)(1)(B), substituted
“‘section 8801 for ‘‘section 2891°".

SUBCHAPTER I—NATIONAL EDUCATION
GOALS

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This subchapter is referred to in sections 5801, 5802,
5823, 5881, 6102 of this title.

§5811. Purpose

The purpose of this subchapter is to establish
National Education Goals.

(Pub. L. 103227, title I, §101, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 130.)

§5812. National Education Goals

The Congress declares that the National Edu-
cation Goals are the following:

(1) School readiness

(A) By the year 2000, all children in America
will start school ready to learn.
(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) all children will have access to high-
quality and developmentally appropriate
preschool programs that help prepare chil-
dren for school;

(ii) every parent in the United States will
be a child’s first teacher and devote time
each day to helping such parent’s preschool
child learn, and parents will have access to
the training and support parents need; and

(iii) children will receive the nutrition,
physical activity experiences, and health
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care needed to arrive at school with healthy
minds and bodies, and to maintain the men-
tal alertness necessary to be prepared to
learn, and the number of low-birthweight ba-
bies will be significantly reduced through
enhanced prenatal health systems.

(2) School completion

(A) By the year 2000, the high school gradua-
tion rate will increase to at least 90 percent.
(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) the Nation must dramatically reduce
its school dropout rate, and 75 percent of the
students who do drop out will successfully
complete a high school degree or its equiva-
lent; and

(ii) the gap in high school graduation rates
between American students from minority
backgrounds and their non-minority coun-
terparts will be eliminated.

(3) Student achievement and citizenship

(A) By the year 2000, all students will leave
grades 4, 8, and 12 having demonstrated com-
petency over challenging subject matter in-
cluding English, mathematics, science, foreign
languages, civics and government, economics,
arts, history, and geography, and every school
in America will ensure that all students learn
to use their minds well, so they may be pre-
pared for responsible citizenship, further
learning, and productive employment in our
Nation’s modern economy.

(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) the academic performance of all stu-
dents at the elementary and secondary level
will increase significantly in every quartile,
and the distribution of minority students in
each quartile will more closely reflect the
student population as a whole;

(ii) the percentage of all students who
demonstrate the ability to reason, solve
problems, apply knowledge, and write and
communicate effectively will increase sub-
stantially;

(iii) all students will be involved in activi-
ties that promote and demonstrate good
citizenship, good health, community service,
and personal responsibility;

(iv) all students will have access to phys-
ical education and health education to en-
sure they are healthy and fit;

(v) the percentage of all students who are
competent in more than one language will
substantially increase; and

(vi) all students will be knowledgeable
about the diverse cultural heritage of this
Nation and about the world community.

(4) Teacher education and professional devel-
opment

(A) By the year 2000, the Nation’s teaching
force will have access to programs for the con-
tinued improvement of their professional
skills and the opportunity to acquire the
knowledge and skills needed to instruct and
prepare all American students for the next
century.

(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) all teachers will have access to pre-
service teacher education and continuing
professional development activities that will
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provide such teachers with the knowledge
and skills needed to teach to an increasingly
diverse student population with a variety of
educational, social, and health needs;

(ii) all teachers will have continuing op-
portunities to acquire additional knowledge
and skills needed to teach challenging sub-
ject matter and to use emerging new meth-
ods, forms of assessment, and technologies;

(iii) States and school districts will create
integrated strategies to attract, recruit, pre-
pare, retrain, and support the continued pro-
fessional development of teachers, adminis-
trators, and other educators, so that there is
a highly talented work force of professional
educators to teach challenging subject mat-
ter; and

(iv) partnerships will be established, when-
ever possible, among local educational agen-
cies, institutions of higher education, par-
ents, and local labor, business, and profes-
sional associations to provide and support
programs for the professional development
of educators.

(5) Mathematics and science

(A) By the year 2000, United States students
will be first in the world in mathematics and
science achievement.

(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) mathematics and science education, in-
cluding the metric system of measurement,
will be strengthened throughout the system,
especially in the early grades;

(ii) the number of teachers with a sub-
stantive background in mathematics and
science, including the metric system of
measurement, will increase by 50 percent;
and

(iii) the number of United States under-
graduate and graduate students, especially
women and minorities, who complete de-
grees in mathematics, science, and engineer-
ing will increase significantly.

(6) Adult literacy and lifelong learning

(A) By the year 2000, every adult American
will be literate and will possess the knowledge
and skills necessary to compete in a global
economy and exercise the rights and respon-
sibilities of citizenship.

(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) every major American business will be
involved in strengthening the connection be-
tween education and work;

(ii) all workers will have the opportunity
to acquire the knowledge and skills, from
basic to highly technical, needed to adapt to
emerging new technologies, work methods,
and markets through public and private edu-
cational, vocational, technical, workplace,
or other programs;

(iii) the number of quality programs, in-
cluding those at libraries, that are designed
to serve more effectively the needs of the
growing number of part-time and midcareer
students will increase substantially;

(iv) the proportion of the qualified stu-
dents, especially minorities, who enter col-
lege, who complete at least two years, and
who complete their degree programs will in-
crease substantially;
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(v) the proportion of college graduates who
demonstrate an advanced ability to think
critically, communicate effectively, and
solve problems will increase substantially;
and

(vi) schools, in implementing comprehen-
sive parent involvement programs, will offer
more adult literacy, parent training and life-
long learning opportunities to improve the
ties between home and school, and enhance
parents’ work and home lives.

(7) Safe, disciplined, and alcohol- and drug-free
schools

(A) By the year 2000, every school in the
United States will be free of drugs, violence,
and the unauthorized presence of firearms and
alcohol and will offer a disciplined environ-
ment conducive to learning.

(B) The objectives for this goal are that—

(i) every school will implement a firm and
fair policy on use, possession, and distribu-
tion of drugs and alcohol;

(ii) parents, businesses, governmental and
community organizations will work together
to ensure the rights of students to study in
a safe and secure environment that is free of
drugs and crime, and that schools provide a
healthy environment and are a safe haven
for all children;

(iii) every local educational agency will
develop and implement a policy to ensure
that all schools are free of violence and the
unauthorized presence of weapons;

(iv) every local educational agency will de-
velop a sequential, comprehensive kinder-
garten through twelfth grade drug and alco-
hol prevention education program;

(v) drug and alcohol curriculum should be
taught as an integral part of sequential,
comprehensive health education;

(vi) community-based teams should be or-
ganized to provide students and teachers
with needed support; and

(vii) every school should work to eliminate
sexual harassment.

(8) Parental participation

(A) By the year 2000, every school will pro-
mote partnerships that will increase parental
involvement and participation in promoting
the social, emotional, and academic growth of
children.

(B) The objectives for this Goal are that—

(i) every State will develop policies to as-
sist local schools and local educational agen-
cies to establish programs for increasing
partnerships that respond to the varying
needs of parents and the home, including
parents of children who are disadvantaged or
bilingual, or parents of children with disabil-
ities;

(ii) every school will actively engage par-
ents and families in a partnership which sup-
ports the academic work of children at home
and shared educational decisionmaking at
school; and

(iii) parents and families will help to en-
sure that schools are adequately supported
and will hold schools and teachers to high
standards of accountability.

(Pub. L. 103227, title I, §102, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 130.)
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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 6301, 6702 of this
title.

SUBCHAPTER II—NATIONAL EDUCATION
REFORM LEADERSHIP, STANDARDS, AND
ASSESSMENTS

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This subchapter is referred to in sections 5802, 5934,
6065 of this title.

PART A—NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL
PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This part is referred to in section 5871 of this title.

§5821. Purpose

It is the purpose of this part to establish a bi-
partisan mechanism for—

(1) building a national consensus for edu-
cation improvement;

(2) reporting on progress toward achieving
the National Education Goals; and

(3) reviewing the voluntary national content
standards, voluntary national student per-
formance standards and voluntary national
opportunity-to-learn standards certified by
the National Education Standards and Im-
provement Council, as well as the criteria for
the certification of such standards, and the
criteria for the certification of State assess-
ments certified by the National Education
Standards and Improvement Council, with the
option of disapproving such standards and cri-
teria not later than 90 days after receipt from
such Council.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §201, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 133.)

§5822. National Education Goals Panel
(a) Establishment

There is established in the executive branch a
National Education Goals Panel (hereafter in
this subchapter referred to as the ‘‘Goals
Panel”’) to advise the President, the Secretary,
and the Congress.

(b) Composition

The Goals Panel shall be composed of 18 mem-
bers (hereafter in this part referred to as ‘“‘mem-
bers’’), including—

(1) 2 members appointed by the President;

(2) 8 members who are Governors, 3 of whom
shall be from the same political party as the
President and 5 of whom shall be from the op-
posite political party of the President, ap-
pointed by the Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person of the National Governors’ Association,
with the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
each appointing representatives of such Chair-
person’s or Vice Chairperson’s respective po-
litical party, in consultation with each other;

(3) 4 Members of the Congress, of whom—

(A) 1 member shall be appointed by the
Majority Leader of the Senate from among
the Members of the Senate;

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the Mi-
nority Leader of the Senate from among the
Members of the Senate;

(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the
Majority Leader of the House of Representa-

TITLE 20—EDUCATION

Page 1030

tives from among the Members of the House
of Representatives; and

(D) 1 member shall be appointed by the Mi-
nority Leader of the House of Representa-
tives from among the Members of the House
of Representatives; and

(4) 4 members of State legislatures appointed
by the President of the National Conference of
State Legislatures, of whom 2 shall be of the
same political party as the President of the
United States.

(c) Special appointment rules
(1) In general

The members appointed pursuant to sub-
section (b)(2) of this section shall be appointed
as follows:

(A) If the Chairperson of the National Gov-
ernors’ Association is from the same politi-
cal party as the President, the Chairperson
shall appoint 3 individuals and the Vice
Chairperson of such association shall ap-
point 5 individuals.

(B) If the Chairperson of the National Gov-
ernors’ Association is from the opposite po-
litical party as the President, the Chair-
person shall appoint 5 individuals and the
Vice Chairperson of such association shall
appoint 3 individuals.

(2) Special rule

If the National Governors’ Association has
appointed a panel that meets the requirements
of subsections (b) and (c) of this section, ex-
cept for the requirements of paragraph (4) of
subsection (b) of this section, prior to March
31, 1994, then the members serving on such
panel shall be deemed to be in compliance
with the provisions of such subsections and
shall not be required to be reappointed pursu-
ant to such subsections.

(3) Representation

To the extent feasible, the membership of
the Goals Panel shall be geographically rep-
resentative and reflect the racial, ethnic, and
gender diversity of the United States.

(d) Terms

The terms of service of members shall be as
follows:

(1) Presidential appointees

Members appointed under subsection (b)(1)
of this section shall serve at the pleasure of
the President.

(2) Governors

Members appointed under paragraph (2) of
subsection (b) of this section shall serve for 2-
year terms, except that the initial appoint-
ments under such paragraph shall be made to
ensure staggered terms with one-half of such
members’ terms concluding every 2 years.

(3) Congressional appointees and State legisla-
tors

Members appointed under paragraphs (3) and
(4) of subsection (b) of this section shall serve
for 2-year terms.
(e) Date of appointment
The initial members shall be appointed not
later than 60 days after March 31, 1994.
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(f) Initiation

The Goals Panel may begin to carry out its
duties under this part when 10 members of the
Goals Panel have been appointed.

(g) Vacancies

A vacancy on the Goals Panel shall not affect
the powers of the Goals Panel, but shall be filled
in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment.

(h) Travel

Each member may be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as au-
thorized by section 5703 of title 5 for each day
the member is engaged in the performance of du-
ties for the Goals Panel away from the home or
regular place of business of the member.

(i) Chairperson
(1) In general

The members shall select a Chairperson
from among the members.

(2) Term and political affiliation

The Chairperson of the Goals Panel shall
serve a l-year term and shall alternate be-
tween political parties.

(j) Conflict of interest

A member of the Goals Panel who is an elected
official of a State which has developed content,
student performance, or opportunity-to-learn
standards may not participate in Goals Panel
consideration of such standards.

(k) Ex officio member

If the President has not appointed the Sec-
retary as 1 of the 2 members the President ap-
points pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, then the Secretary shall serve as a non-
voting ex officio member of the Goals Panel.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §202, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 134.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title II of Pub. L. 103227,
Mar. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 133, which enacted this sub-
chapter and section 3425 of this title, amended section
5093 of this title and section 5315 of Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees, and enacted provisions
set out as a note under section 5093 of this title.

§5823. Duties
(a) In general

The Goals Panel shall—

(1) report to the President, the Secretary,
and the Congress regarding the progress the
Nation and the States are making toward
achieving the National Education Goals estab-
lished under subchapter I of this chapter, in-
cluding issuing an annual report;

(2) report on State opportunity-to-learn
standards and strategies and the progress of
States that are implementing such standards
and strategies to help all students meet State
content standards and State student perform-
ance standards;

(3) submit to the President nominations for
appointment to the National Education Stand-
ards and Improvement Council in accordance
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with subsections (b) and (c) of section 5842 of
this title;

(4) after taking into consideration the public
comments received pursuant to section 5846 of
this title and not later than 90 days after re-
ceipt, review the—

(A) criteria developed by the National
Education Standards and Improvement
Council for the certification of State con-
tent standards, State student performance
standards, State assessments, and State op-
portunity-to-learn standards; and

(B) voluntary national content standards,
voluntary national student performance
standards and voluntary mnational oppor-
tunity-to-learn standards certified by the
National Education Standards and Improve-
ment Council,

except that the Goals Panel shall have the op-
tion of disapproving such criteria and stand-
ards by a two-thirds majority vote of the
membership of the Goals Panel not later than
90 days after receipt of such criteria and
standards;

(5) report on promising or effective actions
being taken at the national, State, and local
levels, and in the public and private sectors, to
achieve the National Education Goals; and

(6) help build a nationwide, bipartisan con-
sensus for the reforms necessary to achieve
the National Education Goals.

(b) Report
(1) In general

The Goals Panel shall annually prepare and
submit to the President, the Secretary, the
appropriate committees of Congress, and the
Governor of each State a report that shall—

(A) report on the progress of the United
States toward achieving the National Edu-
cation Goals;

(B) identify actions that should be taken
by Federal, State, and local governments to
enhance progress toward achieving the Na-
tional Education Goals and to provide all
students with a fair opportunity-to-learn;
and

(C) report on State opportunity-to-learn
standards and strategies and the progress of
States that are implementing such stand-
ards and strategies to help all students meet
State content standards and State student
performance standards.

(2) Form; data
Reports shall be presented in a form, and in-

clude data, that is understandable to parents
and the general public.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §203, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 136.)

§5824. Powers of Goals Panel
(a) Hearings
(1) In general
The Goals Panel shall, for the purpose of
carrying out this part, conduct such hearings,
sit and act at such times and places, take such

testimony, and receive such evidence, as the
Goals Panel considers appropriate.
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(2) Representation

In carrying out this part, the Goals Panel
shall conduct hearings to receive reports,
views, and analyses of a broad spectrum of ex-
perts and the public on the establishment of
voluntary national content standards, vol-
untary national student performance stand-
ards, voluntary national opportunity-to-learn
standards, and State assessments described in
section 5843(f) of this title.

(b) Information

The Goals Panel may secure directly from any
department or agency of the United States in-
formation necessary to enable the Goals Panel
to carry out this part. Upon request of the
Chairperson of the Goals Panel, the head of a de-
partment or agency shall furnish such informa-
tion to the Goals Panel to the extent permitted
by law.

(c) Postal services

The Goals Panel may use the United States
mail in the same manner and under the same
conditions as other departments and agencies of
the United States.

(d) Use of facilities

The Goals Panel may, with consent of any
agency or instrumentality of the United States,
or of any State or political subdivision thereof,
use the research, equipment, services, and facili-
ties of such agency, instrumentality, State, or
subdivision, respectively.

(e) Administrative arrangements and support

(1) In general

The Secretary shall provide to the Goals
Panel, on a reimbursable basis, such adminis-
trative support services as the Goals Panel
may request.

(2) Contracts and other arrangements

The Secretary, to the extent appropriate,
and on a reimbursable basis, shall make con-
tracts and other arrangements that are re-
quested by the Goals Panel to help the Goals
Panel compile and analyze data or carry out
other functions necessary to the performance
of such responsibilities.

f) Gifts

The Goals Panel may accept, administer, and
utilize gifts or donations of services, money, or
property, whether real or personal, tangible or
intangible.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §204, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 136; Pub. L. 103382, title III, §361(b)(1), Oct.
20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3974.)

AMENDMENTS
1994—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 103382 added subsec. (f).

§5825. Administrative provisions
(a) Meetings

The Goals Panel shall meet on a regular basis,
as necessary, at the call of the Chairperson of
the Goals Panel or a majority of its members.

(b) Quorum

A majority of the members shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.
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(¢) Voting and final decision
(1) Voting

No individual may vote, or exercise any of
the powers of a member, by proxy.

(2) Final decisions

(A) In making final decisions of the Goals
Panel with respect to the exercise of its duties
and powers the Goals Panel shall operate on
the principle of consensus among the members
of the Goals Panel.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this
part, if a vote of the membership of the Goals
Panel is required to reach a final decision with
respect to the exercise of its duties and pow-
ers, then such final decision shall be made by
a three-fourths vote of the members of the
Goals Panel who are present and voting.

(d) Public access

The Goals Panel shall ensure public access to
its proceedings (other than proceedings, or por-
tions of proceedings, relating to internal person-
nel and management matters) and make avail-
able to the public, at reasonable cost, tran-
scripts of such proceedings.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §205, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 137.)

§5826. Director and staff; experts and consult-
ants

(a) Director

The Chairperson of the Goals Panel, without
regard to the provisions of title 5 relating to the
appointment and compensation of officers or
employees of the United States, shall appoint a
Director to be paid at a rate not to exceed the
rate of basic pay payable for level V of the Exec-
utive Schedule.

(b) Appointment and pay of employees

(1) In general

(A) The Director may appoint not more than
4 additional employees to serve as staff to the
Goals Panel without regard to the provisions
of title 5 governing appointments in the com-
petitive service.

(B) The employees appointed under subpara-
graph (A) may be paid without regard to the
provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of
chapter 53 of that title relating to classifica-
tion and General Schedule pay rates, but shall
not be paid a rate that exceeds the maximum
rate of basic pay payable for GS15 of the Gen-
eral Schedule.

(2) Additional employees

The Director may appoint additional em-
ployees to serve as staff to the Goals Panel in
accordance with title 5.

(c) Experts and consultants

The Goals Panel may procure temporary and
intermittent services of experts and consultants
under section 3109(b) of title 5.

(d) Staff of Federal agencies

Upon the request of the Goals Panel, the head
of any department or agency of the United
States may detail any of the personnel of such
agency to the Goals Panel to assist the Goals
Panel in its duties under this part.



Page 1033

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §206, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 138.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Level V of the Executive Schedule, referred to in sub-
sec. (a), is set out in section 5316 of Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

The provisions of title 5 governing appointments in
the competitive service, referred to in subsec. (b)(1)(A),
are classified generally to section 3301 et seq. of Title
5.

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (b)(1)(B),
is set out under section 5332 of Title 5.

§5827. Early childhood assessment

(a) In general

The Goals Panel shall support the work of its
Resource and Technical Planning Groups on
School Readiness (hereafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Groups’’) to improve the meth-
ods of assessing the readiness of children for
school that would lead to alternatives to cur-
rently used early childhood assessments.

(b) Activities

The Groups shall—

(1) develop a model of elements of school
readiness that address a broad range of early
childhood developmental needs, including the
needs of children with disabilities;

(2) create clear guidelines regarding the na-
ture, functions, and uses of early childhood as-
sessments, including assessment formats that
are appropriate for use in culturally and lin-
guistically diverse communities, based on
model elements of school readiness;

(3) monitor and evaluate early childhood as-
sessments, including the ability of existing as-
sessments to provide valid information on the
readiness of children for school; and

(4) monitor and report on the long-term col-
lection of data on the status of young children
to improve policy and practice, including the
need for new sources of data necessary to as-
sess the broad range of early childhood devel-
opmental needs.

(¢) Advice

The Groups shall advise and assist the Con-
gress, the Secretary, the Goals Panel, and others
regarding how to improve the assessment of
young children and how such assessments can
improve services to children.

(d) Report

The Goals Panel shall provide reports on the
work of the Groups to the appropriate commit-
tees of the Congress, the Secretary, and the pub-
lic.
(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §207, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 138.)

PART B—NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS AND
IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL

PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This part is referred to in sections 5871, 5888, 5895 of
this title.

§5841. Purpose

It is the purpose of this part to establish a
mechanism to—
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(1) certify and periodically review voluntary
national content standards and voluntary na-
tional student performance standards that de-
fine what all students should know and be able
to do;

(2) certify State content standards and State
student performance standards submitted by
States on a voluntary basis, if such standards
are comparable or higher in rigor and quality
to the voluntary national content standards
and voluntary national student performance
standards certified by the National Education
Standards and Improvement Council;

(3) certify and periodically review voluntary
national opportunity-to-learn standards that
describe the conditions of teaching and learn-
ing necessary for all students to have a fair
opportunity to achieve the knowledge and
skills described in the voluntary national con-
tent standards and the voluntary national stu-
dent performance standards certified by the
National Education Standards and Improve-
ment Council;

(4) certify opportunity-to-learn standards
submitted by States on a voluntary basis, if
such standards are comparable or higher in
rigor and quality to the voluntary national op-
portunity-to-learn standards certified by the
National Education Standards and Improve-
ment Council; and

(5) certify State assessments submitted by
States or groups of States on a voluntary
basis, if such assessments—

(A) are aligned with and support State
content standards certified by such Council;
and

(B) are valid, reliable, and consistent with
relevant, nationally recognized, professional
and technical standards for assessment when
used for their intended purposes.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §211, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 139.)

§5842. National Education Standards and Im-
provement Council

(a) Establishment

There is established in the executive branch a
National Education Standards and Improvement
Council (hereafter in this part referred to as the
“Council”’).

(b) Composition

(1) In general

The Council shall be composed of 19 mem-
bers (hereafter in this part referred to as
“members’’) who shall be appointed as follows:

(A) The President shall appoint 7 individ-
uals to the Council from among nominations
received from the Secretary under sub-
section (c)(1)(B)(i) of this section, of whom—

(i) 2 shall be from each of the categories
described in clause (i), (iii), or (iv) of sub-
section (¢)(1)(A) of this section; and

(ii) 1 shall be from the category de-

scribed in clause (ii) of subsection (c)(1)(A)

of this section.

(B) The President shall appoint 12 individ-
uals to the Council, of whom—

(i) 4 individuals shall be from nomina-

tions received from the Speaker of the
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House of Representatives, of whom 1 indi-
vidual shall be from each of the categories
described in clauses (i) through (iv) of sub-
section (¢)(1)(A) of this section;

(ii) 4 individuals shall be from nomina-
tions received from the Majority Leader of
the Senate, of whom 1 individual shall be
from each of the categories described in
clauses (i) through (iv) of subsection
(c)(1)(A) of this section; and

(iii) 4 individuals shall be from nomina-
tions received from the Goals Panel, of
whom 1 individual shall be from each of
the categories described in clauses (i)
through (iv) of subsection (¢)(1)(A) of this
section.

(2) Special rules

From among nominations received pursuant
to subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1)
the President shall appoint to the Council—

(A) 1 individual representative of post-sec-
ondary educational institutions;

(B) 1 individual representative of organized
labor; and

(C) 1 individual who is representative of
business and is a member of the National

Skill Standards Board established under

subchapter V of this chapter.

(c) Appointment rules and qualifications
(1) Appointment categories

(A) The members of the Council shall be ap-
pointed from among the following categories
of individuals:

(i) Professional educators, including ele-
mentary and secondary classroom teachers,
preschool educators, related services person-
nel, and other school-based professionals,
State or local educational agency adminis-
trators, and other educators.

(ii) Representatives of business and indus-
try, organized labor, and postsecondary edu-
cational institutions.

(iii) Representatives of the public, includ-
ing representatives of advocacy, civil rights
and disability groups, parents, civic leaders,
State or local education policymakers (in-
cluding members of State, local, or tribal
school boards).

(iv) Education experts, including experts
in measurement and assessment, curricu-
lum, school finance and equity, and school
reform.

(B)(i) The Secretary shall nominate 21 indi-
viduals for membership on the Council, of
whom—

(I) 3 individuals shall be nominated from
the category described in subparagraph
(A)(@1); and

(IT) 6 individuals shall be nominated from
each of the categories described in clauses
(ii) through (iv) of subparagraph (A).

(ii) The Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, in consultation with the Majority Lead-
er and Minority Leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives, shall nominate 12 individuals for
membership on the Council, of whom 3 individ-
uals shall be nominated from each of the cat-
egories described in clauses (i) through (iv) of
subparagraph (A).
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(iii) The Majority Leader of the Senate, in
consultation with the Minority Leader of the
Senate, shall nominate 12 individuals for
membership on the Council, of whom 3 individ-
uals shall be nominated from each of the cat-
egories described in clauses (i) and (iv) of sub-
paragraph (A).

(iv) The Goals Panel shall nominate 12 indi-
viduals for membership on the Council, of
whom 3 individuals shall be nominated from
each of the categories described in clauses (i)
and (iv) of subparagraph (A).

(2) Representation

To the extent feasible, the membership of
the Council shall be geographically represent-
ative of the United States and reflect the di-
versity of the United States with regard to
race, ethnicity, gender, and disability charac-
teristics.

(3) Expertise or background

Not less than one-third of the individuals
nominated and appointed under subsection (b)
of this section shall have expertise or back-
ground in the educational needs of children
who are from low-income families, from mi-
nority backgrounds, have limited-English pro-
ficiency, or have disabilities.

(4) Division between political parties

To the extent feasible, the individuals nomi-
nated and the individuals appointed to the
Council shall be equally divided between the 2
major political parties.

(d) Terms
(1) In general

Members shall be appointed for 3-year terms,
with no member serving more than 2 consecu-
tive terms.

(2) Staggering

(A) The Council shall establish initial terms
for members of 1, 2, or 3 years in order to es-
tablish a rotation in which one-third of the
members are selected each year.

(B) The Secretary shall determine, pursuant
to a lottery, which members serve terms of 1,
2, or 3 years under subparagraph (A).

(e) Date of appointment

The initial members shall be appointed not
later than 120 days after March 31, 1994.

(f) Initiation

The Council shall begin to carry out the duties
of the Council under this part when all 19 mem-
bers have been appointed.

(g) Retention

In order to retain an appointment to the Coun-
cil, a member shall attend at least two-thirds of
the scheduled meetings of the Council in any
given year.

(h) Vacancy

A vacancy on the Council shall not affect the
powers of the Council, but shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointment.

(i) Compensation

Members of the Council who are not regular
full-time employees of the United States may,
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while attending meetings or hearings of the
Council, be provided compensation at a rate
fixed by the Secretary, but not exceeding the
maximum rate of basic pay payable for GS15 of
the General Schedule.

(j) Conflict of interest

(1) In general

A member of the Council may not concur-
rently serve as a member of the Goals Panel.

(2) Prohibition

A member of the Council who resides in a
State which has developed State content
standards, State student performance stand-
ards, State opportunity-to-learn standards or
State assessments that are submitted to the
Council for certification may not participate
in Council consideration of such standards and
assessments.

(3) Special rules

(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, before an individual is appointed to the
Council, the official responsible for issuing
waivers under section 208(b)(3) of title 18 shall
submit to the Committee on Education and
Labor of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources of
the Senate a copy of the waiver required by
that section. Information contained in the
waiver that would not otherwise be publicly
available under section 208(d)(1) of title 18

shall be provided to such committees, but
shall be noted as nonpublic information.
(B) The Council shall develop, consistent

with the provisions of and regulations promul-
gated pursuant to section 208(b)(3) of title 18,
and submit to the Committee on Education
and Labor of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Labor and Human Re-
sources of the Senate procedures governing
the participation of members in any matter
that affects the financial interests of the
members or of a person or entity whose inter-
ests are imputed to the member.

(k) Travel

Each member of the Council may be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, as authorized by section 5703 of title
5 for each day the member is engaged in the per-
formance of duties away from the home or regu-
lar place of business of the member.

(1) Officers

The members of the Council shall select offi-
cers from among its members. The officers of
the Council shall serve for one-year terms.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §212, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 139.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (i), is set
out under section 5332 of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 5823, 5933 of this
title.
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§5843. Duties

(a) Voluntary national content standards; vol-
untary national student performance stand-
ards

(1) In general

The Council, which may consult with out-
side experts, shall—

(A) identify areas in which voluntary na-
tional content standards need to be devel-
oped;

(B) certify voluntary national content
standards and voluntary national student
performance standards using the criteria de-
veloped under paragraph (2)(A)@i), that de-
fine what all students should know and be
able to do;

(C) forward such voluntary national con-
tent standards and voluntary national stu-
dent performance standards to the Goals
Panel for review, except that the Goals
Panel shall have the option of disapproving
such standards by a two-thirds majority
vote of the full membership of the Goals
Panel not later than 90 days after receipt of
such standards; and

(D) develop a process for periodically re-
viewing any voluntary mnational content
standards, voluntary national student per-
formance standards, and voluntary national
opportunity-to-learn standards that have
been certified.

(2) Criteria

(A) The Council, which may consult with
outside experts, shall—

(i) identify and develop criteria to be used
for certifying the voluntary national con-
tent standards and voluntary national stu-
dent performance standards; and

(ii) before applying such criteria, forward
such criteria to the Goals Panel for review,
except that the Goals Panel shall have the
option of disapproving such criteria by a
two-thirds majority vote of the full member-
ship of the Goals Panel not later than 90
days after receipt of such criteria.

(B) The criteria developed by the Council
shall address—

(i) the extent to which the proposed stand-
ards are internationally competitive and
comparable to the best in the world;

(ii) the extent to which the proposed vol-
untary national content standards and vol-
untary national student performance stand-
ards reflect the best available knowledge
about how all students learn and about how
the content area can be most effectively
taught;

(iii) the extent to which the proposed vol-
untary national content standards and vol-
untary national student performance stand-
ards have been developed through an open
and public process that provides for input
and involvement of all relevant parties, in-
cluding teachers, related services personnel,
and other professional educators, employers
and postsecondary education institutions,
curriculum and subject matter specialists,
parents, advocacy groups, secondary school
students, and the public; and
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(iv) other factors that the Council deems
appropriate.

(C) In developing the criteria, the Council
shall work with entities that are developing,
or have already developed, content and stu-
dent performance standards, and any other en-
tities that the Council deems appropriate, to
identify appropriate certification criteria.

(b) State content standards; State student per-
formance standards

The Council may certify State content stand-
ards and State student performance standards
presented on a voluntary basis by a State or
group of States, using the criteria developed
under subsection (a)(2)(A)(i) of this section, if
such standards are comparable or higher in rigor
and quality to the voluntary national content
standards and voluntary national student per-
formance standards certified by the Council.

(¢) Voluntary
standards

(1) In general

The Council, which may consult with out-
side experts, shall certify exemplary, vol-
untary national opportunity-to-learn stand-
ards that will establish a basis for providing
all students a fair opportunity to achieve the
knowledge and skills set out in the voluntary
national content standards certified by the
Council. In carrying out the preceding sen-
tence the Council is authorized to consider
proposals for voluntary national opportunity-
to-learn standards from groups other than
groups that receive grants under section 5849
of this title.

(2) Elements addressed

The voluntary national opportunity-to-learn
standards certified by the Council shall ad-
dress—

(A) the quality and availability to all stu-
dents of curricula, instructional materials,
and technologies, including distance learn-
mng;

(B) the capability of teachers to provide
high-quality instruction to meet diverse
learning needs in each content area to all
students;

(C) the extent to which teachers, prin-
cipals, and administrators have ready and
continuing access to professional develop-
ment, including the best knowledge about
teaching, learning, and school improvement;

(D) the extent to which curriculum, in-
structional practices, and assessments are
aligned to voluntary national content stand-
ards;

(BE) the extent to which school facilities
provide a safe and secure environment for
learning and instruction and have the req-
uisite libraries, laboratories, and other re-
sources necessary to provide an opportunity-
to-learn;

(F) the extent to which schools utilize
policies, curricula, and instructional prac-
tices which ensure nondiscrimination on the
basis of gender; and

(G) other factors that the Council deems
appropriate to ensure that all students re-

national opportunity-to-learn
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ceive a fair opportunity to achieve the
knowledge and skills described in the vol-
untary national content standards and the
voluntary national student performance
standards certified by the Council.

(3) Additional duties

In carrying out this subsection, the Council
shall—
(A) identify what other countries with rig-
orous content standards do to—
(i) provide their children with opportuni-
ties to learn;
(ii) prepare their teachers; and
(iii) provide continuing professional de-
velopment opportunities for their teach-
ers; and

(B) develop criteria to be used for certify-
ing the voluntary national opportunity-to-
learn standards and State opportunity-to-
learn standards and, before applying such
criteria, forward such criteria to the Goals
Panel for review, except that the Goals
Panel shall have the option of disapproving
such criteria by a two-thirds majority vote
of the full membership of the Goals Panel
not later than 90 days after receipt of such
criteria.

(4) Recommendations and coordination

The Council shall assist in the development
of the voluntary national opportunity-to-learn
standards developed by each consortium under
section 5849 of this title by—

(A) making recommendations to the Sec-
retary regarding priorities and selection cri-
teria for each grant awarded under section
5849 of this title; and

(B) coordinating with each consortium re-
ceiving awards under section 5849 of this
title to ensure that the opportunity-to-learn
standards the consortium develops are ap-
propriate for the needs of all students, are of
high quality, and are consistent with the cri-
teria developed by the Council for the cer-
tification of such standards.

(5) Approval

The Council shall forward the voluntary na-
tional opportunity-to-learn standards the
Council certifies to the Goals Panel for review,
except that the Goals Panel shall have the op-
tion of disapproving such standards by a two-
thirds majority vote of the full membership of
the Goals Panel not later than 90 days after
receipt of such standards.

(d) State opportunity-to-learn standards

The Council may certify State opportunity-to-
learn standards submitted voluntarily by a
State, using the criteria developed under sub-
section (¢)(3)(B) of this section, if such standards
are comparable or higher in rigor and quality to
the voluntary mnational opportunity-to-learn
standards.

(e) General provision regarding voluntary na-
tional standards

The Council may certify voluntary national
content standards, voluntary national student
performance standards, and voluntary national
opportunity-to-learn standards if such standards
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are sufficiently general to be used by any State
without restricting State and local control of
curriculum and prerogatives regarding instruc-
tional methods to be employed.
(f) State assessments

(1) In general

(A) The Council may certify for a period not
to exceed 5 years, State assessments that are
submitted voluntarily by a State, using the
criteria developed under paragraph (2)(A), if
such assessments are aligned with the State’s
content standards certified by the Council.

(B) State assessments shall be certified by
the Council for the purposes of—

(i) informing students, parents, teachers,
and related services personnel about the
progress of all students toward the stand-
ards;

(ii) improving classroom instruction and
improving the learning outcomes for all stu-
dents;

(iii) exemplifying for students, parents,
and teachers the kinds and levels of achieve-
ment that should be expected of all students,
including the identification of State student
performance standards;

(iv) measuring and motivating individual
students, schools, districts, States, and the
Nation to improve educational performance;
and

(v) assisting education policymakers in
making decisions about education programs.

(C) The Council shall certify State assess-
ments only if—

(i) a State can demonstrate to the Council
that all students have been prepared in the
content for which such students are being
assessed;

(ii) such assessments will not be used to
make decisions regarding graduation, grade
promotion, or retention of students for a pe-
riod of 5 years from March 31, 1994; and

(iii) the State has submitted to the Coun-
cil—

(I) a description of the purposes for
which the State assessments have been de-
signed;

(IT) the methodologies and process used
to develop, select, validate, and use such
State assessments;

(III) a copy of the test instrument, as ap-
propriate;

(IV) a description of the other measures
the State will use to evaluate student per-
formance; and

(V) evidence that the test or tests which
are part of the State assessments are
valid, reliable measures of their intended
purposes, are aligned with the State con-
tent standards, are capable of assessing
the progress of all students toward learn-
ing the material in the State content
standards, and are consistent with rel-
evant nationally recognized professional
and technical standards.

(D) The Council, at the request of a State
prior to the State’s submission to the Council
of a State assessment for a proposed use, shall
review and provide guidance to such State on

a proposed package of measures, including
tests that will be included in such a system.

(2) Criteria

(A) The Council shall develop and, not soon-
er than three years nor later than four years
after March 31, 1994, begin utilizing criteria for
the certification of State assessments for the
purposes described in paragraph (1)(B).

(B) Before using such criteria, the Council
shall forward the criteria to the Goals Panel
for review, except that the Goals Panel shall
have the option of disapproving such criteria
by a two-thirds majority vote of the full mem-
bership of the Goals Panel not later than 90
days after receipt of such criteria.

(C) The certification criteria developed by
the Council shall address the extent to which
the State assessments—

(i) are aligned with a State’s or a group of
States’ State content standards certified by
the Council; and

(ii) are to be used for a purpose for which
they are valid, reliable, and free of discrimi-
nation, and are consistent with relevant, na-
tionally recognized professional and tech-
nical standards for assessment.

(D) In determining appropriate certification
criteria for State assessments, the Council
shall—

(i) consider standards and criteria being
developed by other national organizations,
research on assessment, and emerging new
State and local assessments;

(ii) recommend needed research;

(iii) encourage the development and field
testing of State assessments; and

(iv) provide a public forum for discussing,
debating, and building consensus for the cri-
teria to be used for the certification of State
assessments.

(E) Prior to determining the certification
criteria, the Council shall seek public com-
ment regarding the proposed criteria.

(F) The Council shall certify State assess-
ments only if such assessments include all stu-
dents and provide for the adaptations and ac-
commodations necessary to permit the par-
ticipation of all students with diverse learning
needs.

(g) Performance of duties

In carrying out its responsibilities under this

subchapter, the Council shall—

(1) provide for a process of broad public
input as part of the process of developing cri-
teria for standards and assessments;

(2) work with Federal and non-Federal de-
partments, agencies, or organizations which
are conducting research, studies, or dem-
onstration projects to determine internation-
ally competitive standards and assessments,
and may establish subject matter and other
panels to advise the Council on particular con-
tent, student performance, and opportunity-
to-learn standards and on State assessments;

(3) establish cooperative arrangements with
the National Skill Standards Board to pro-
mote the coordination of the development of
content and student performance standards
under this subchapter with the development of
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skill standards under subchapter V of this
chapter;

(4) recommend studies to the Secretary that
are necessary to carry out the Council’s re-
sponsibilities;

(6) inform the public about what constitutes
high quality, internationally competitive,
content, student performance, and oppor-
tunity-to-learn standards, and State assess-
ments;

(6) on a regular basis, review and update cri-
teria for certifying content, student perform-
ance, and opportunity-to-learn standards, and
State assessments; and

(7) periodically recertify, as appropriate, the
voluntary national content standards, the vol-
untary national student performance stand-
ards, and the voluntary national opportunity-
to-learn standards and the State assessments
that the Council certifies under this section.

(h) Special rules
(1) Unconditioned State participation

No State shall be required to obtain certifi-
cation of standards or assessments developed
under subsection (b), (d), or (f) of this section
or to participate in programs under sub-
chapter III of this chapter, as a condition of
participating in any Federal education pro-
gram under this chapter or any other Act.

(2) Construction

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
create a legally enforceable right for any per-
son against a State, local educational agency,
or school based on a standard or assessment
certified by the Council or the criteria devel-
oped by the Council for such certification.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §213, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 142.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (h), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’”’, meaning Pub. L. 103227, Mar. 31,
1994, 108 Stat. 125, which is classified principally to this
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5801 of
this title and Tables.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 5824, 5845, 5849,
5850, 5895, 5934 of this title; title 25 section 2001.

§5844. Annual reports

Not later than one year after the date the
Council concludes its first meeting, and in each
succeeding year, the Council shall prepare and
submit a report to the President, the Secretary,
the appropriate committees of Congress, the
Governor of each State, and the Goals Panel re-
garding its work.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §214, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 147.)

§5845. Powers of Council
(a) Hearings
(1) In general

The Council shall, for the purpose of carry-
ing out its responsibilities, conduct such hear-
ings, sit and act at such times and places, take
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such testimony, and receive such evidence, as
the Council considers appropriate.

(2) Location

In carrying out this part, the Council shall
conduct public hearings in different geo-
graphic areas of the United States, both urban
and rural, to receive the reports, views, and
analyses of a broad spectrum of experts and
the public on the establishment of voluntary
national content standards, voluntary na-
tional student performance standards, vol-
untary national opportunity-to-learn stand-
ards, and State assessments described in sec-
tion 5843(f) of this title.

(b) Information

The Council may secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States infor-
mation necessary to enable the Council to carry
out this part. Upon request of the Chairperson of
the Council, the head of such department or
agency shall furnish such information to the
Council to the extent permitted by law.

(c) Postal services

The Council may use the United States mail
in the same manner and under the same condi-
tions as other departments and agencies of the
United States.

(d) Use of facilities

The Council may use the research, equipment,
services, and facilities of any department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States, or
of any State or political subdivision thereof
with the consent of such department, agency, in-
strumentality, State or subdivision, respec-
tively.

(e) Administrative arrangements and support

(1) In general

The Secretary shall provide to the Council,
on a reimbursable basis, such administrative
support services as the Council may request.

(2) Contracts and other arrangements

The Secretary, to the extent appropriate and
on a reimbursable basis, shall enter into con-
tracts and other arrangements that are re-
quested by the Council to help the Council
compile and analyze data or carry out other
functions necessary to the performance of the
Council’s responsibilities.

(f) Gifts

The Council may accept, administer, and uti-
lize gifts or donations of services, money, or
property, whether real or personal, tangible or
intangible.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §215, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 147; Pub. L. 103382, title III, §361(b)(1), Oct.
20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3975.)

AMENDMENTS
1994—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 103382 added subsec. (f).

§5846. Publication for public comment

(a) Transmittal

For the purpose of obtaining public comment
through publication in the Federal Register, the
Council shall transmit to the Secretary—
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(1) proposed criteria for certifying voluntary
national content standards, voluntary na-
tional student performance standards, and
State content standards and State perform-
ance standards;

(2) proposed criteria for certifying voluntary
national opportunity-to-learn standards and
State opportunity-to-learn standards;

(3) proposed criteria for certifying State as-
sessments; and

(4) proposed voluntary mnational content
standards, voluntary national student per-
formance standards, and voluntary national
opportunity-to-learn standards.

(b) Publication

The Secretary shall publish such proposed pro-
cedures, standards, and criteria in the Federal
Register.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §216, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 148.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 5823 of this title.

§5847. Administrative provisions
(a) Meetings

The Council shall meet on a regular basis, as
necessary, at the call of the Chairperson of the
Council, or a majority of its members.

(b) Quorum

A majority of the members shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.

(e) Voting

The Council shall take all action of the Coun-
cil by a majority vote of the total membership
of the Council, ensuring the right of the minor-
ity to issue written views. No individual may
vote or exercise any of the powers of a member
by proxy.

(d) Public access

The Council shall ensure public access to its
proceedings (other than proceedings, or portions
of proceedings, relating to internal personnel
and management matters) and make available
to the public, at reasonable cost, transcripts of
such proceedings.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §217, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 148.)

§5848. Director and staff; experts and consult-
ants

(a) Director

The Chairperson of the Council shall, without
regard to the provisions of title 5 relating to the
appointment and compensation of officers or
employees of the United States, appoint a Direc-
tor to be paid at a rate not to exceed the rate of
basic pay payable for level V of the Executive
Schedule.

(b) Appointment and pay of employees
(1) In general
(A) The Director may appoint not more than
four additional employees to serve as staff to
the Council without regard to the provisions
of title b governing appointments in the com-
petitive service.
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(B) The employees appointed under subpara-
graph (A) may be paid without regard to the
provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of
chapter 53 of that title relating to classifica-
tion and General Schedule pay rates, but shall
not be paid a rate that exceeds the maximum
rate of basic pay payable for GS15 of the Gen-
eral Schedule.

(2) Additional employees

The Director may appoint additional em-
ployees to serve as staff of the Council consist-
ent with title 5.

(c) Experts and consultants

The Council may procure temporary and inter-
mittent services under section 3019(b)! of title 5.

(d) Staff of Federal agencies

Upon the request of the Council, the head of
any department or agency of the United States
may detail any of the personnel of such depart-
ment or agency to the Council to assist the
Council in its duties under this part.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §218, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 149.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Level V of the Executive Schedule, referred to in sub-
sec. (a), is set out in section 5316 of Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

The provisions of title 5 governing appointments in
the competitive service, referred to in subsec. (b)(1)(A),
are classified generally to section 3301 et seq. of Title
5.

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (b)(1)(B),
is set out under section 5332 of Title 5.

§5849. Opportunity-to-learn development grants

(a) Opportunity-to-learn development grants
(1) In general

The Secretary is authorized to award more
than one grant, on a competitive basis, to con-
sortia of individuals and organizations to de-
velop voluntary national opportunity-to-learn
standards consistent with the provisions of
section 5843(c) of this title, and to develop a
listing of model programs for use, on a vol-
untary basis, by States, which standards and
listing may be used to—

(A) provide all students with an oppor-
tunity to learn;

(B) assess the capacity and performance of
individual schools; and

(C) develop appropriate actions to be taken
in the event that the schools fail to achieve
such standards.

(2) Composition of consortia

To the extent possible, each consortium
shall include the participation of—

(A) State-level policymakers, such as Gov-
ernors, State legislators, chief State school
officers, and State school board members;

(B) local policymakers and administrators,
such as local school board members, super-
intendents, and principals;

(C) teachers (especially teachers involved
in the development of content standards)
and related services personnel;

1So0 in original. Probably should be section **3109(b)”’.
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(D) parents and individuals with experi-
ence in promoting parental involvement in
education;

(E) representatives of business;

(F) experts in vocational-technical edu-
cation;

(G) representatives of regional accrediting
associations;

(H) individuals with expertise in school fi-
nance and equity, the education of at-risk
students, and the preparation and training
of teachers and school administrators;

(I) curriculum and school reform experts;

(J) representatives of advocacy groups, in-
cluding student and civil rights advocacy
groups;

(K) representatives of higher education;
and

(L) secondary school students.

(3) Duties of consortia

In developing voluntary mnational oppor-
tunity-to-learn standards, each consortium
shall—

(A) draw upon current research about stu-
dent achievement and the necessary condi-
tions for effective teaching and learning; and

(B) provide for the development of more
than one draft of standards which incor-
porate the comments and recommendations
of educators and other knowledgeable indi-
viduals across the Nation.

(4) Expertise or background

One-third of the members of each consor-
tium shall consist of individuals with exper-
tise or background in the educational needs
and assessment of children who are from low-
income families, are from minority back-
grounds, have limited-English proficiency, or
have disabilities.

(5) Geographic representation

The membership of each consortium shall be
geographically representative and reflect the
racial, ethnic, and gender diversity of the
United States.

(b) Applications
(1) Grants for consortium

Each consortium that desires to receive a
grant under this subsection shall submit an
application to the Secretary at such time, in
such manner, and containing such information
and assurances as the Secretary may require.
(2) Award consideration

In establishing additional priorities and se-
lection criteria for awarding more than one
grant, the Secretary shall give serious consid-
eration to the recommendations made by the
Council pursuant to section 5843(c)(4)(A) of
this title.

(c) Report

After the development of the voluntary na-
tional opportunity-to-learn standards, each con-
sortium receiving assistance under this section
shall submit a report to the Secretary which
discusses the background, important issues, and
rationale regarding such standards.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §219, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 149.)

TITLE 20—EDUCATION

Page 1040

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 5843, 5851, 5871
of this title.

§5850. Assessment development and evaluation
grants

(a) Grants authorized
(1) In general

The Secretary is authorized to make grants
to State and local educational agencies or con-
sortia of such agencies to help defray the cost
of developing, field testing, and evaluating
State assessments to be used for some or all of
the purposes indicated in section 5843(f)(1)(B)
of this title, that are aligned to State content
standards certified by the Council.

(2) Reservation

The Secretary shall reserve a portion of the
funds authorized under section 5871(d) of this
title for grants to State educational agencies
and local educational agencies for purposes of
developing such assessments in languages
other than English and for students with dis-
abilities.

(b) Applications

Each State or local educational agency, or
consortium, that desires to receive a grant
under subsection (a)(1) of this section shall sub-
mit an application to the Secretary at such
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation and assurances as the Secretary may
require.

(c) Requirements

(1) In general

A recipient of a grant under this section
shall—

(A) examine the validity and reliability of
the State assessment for the particular pur-
poses for which such assessment was devel-
oped;

(B) ensure that the State assessment is
consistent with relevant, nationally recog-
nized professional and technical standards
for assessments; and

(C) devote special attention to how a State
assessment treats all students, especially
with regard to the race, gender, ethnicity,
disability, and language proficiency of such
students.

(2) Use
A State assessment developed and evaluated
with funds under this section may not be used
for decisions about individual students relat-
ing to program placement, promotion, or re-
tention, graduation, or employment for a pe-
riod of 5 years from March 31, 1994.
(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §220, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 150.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 5851, 5871, 5892
of this title.

§5851. Evaluation
(a) Grant

From funds reserved under section 5884(a)(2)(C)
of this title, the Secretary shall make a grant,
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in an amount not to exceed $500,000, to the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences or the National
Academy of Education to—

(1) evaluate—

(A) the technical quality of the work per-
formed by the Goals Panel and the Council;

(B) the process the Council uses to develop
criteria for certification of standards and as-
sessments;

(C) the process the Council uses to certify
voluntary national standards as well as
standards and assessments voluntarily sub-
mitted by States; and

(D) the process the Goals Panel uses to ap-
prove certification criteria and voluntary
national standards;

(2) periodically provide to the Goals Panel
and the Council, as appropriate, information
from the evaluation under paragraph (1); and

(3) report on the activities authorized under
sections 5849 and 5850 of this title.

(b) Report

The recipient of a grant under this section
shall submit a final report to the Congress, the
Secretary, and the public regarding the activi-
ties assisted under this section not later than
January 1, 1998.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §221, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 151.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 5884 of this title.

PART C—LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY

§§5861 to 5864. Repealed. Pub. L. 103382, title III,
§361(a), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3974

Section 5861, Pub. L. 103227, title II, §231, Mar. 31, 1994,
108 Stat. 151; Pub. L. 103382, title III, §394(f)(2), Oct. 20,
1994, 108 Stat. 4027, stated purpose of this part to pro-
vide leadership in educational technology.

Section 5862, Pub. L. 103227, title II, §232, Mar. 31, 1994,
108 Stat. 152; Pub. L. 103382, title III, §394(f)(3), Oct. 20,
1994, 108 Stat. 4027, related to Federal leadership in use
of technology in education.

Section 5863, Pub. L. 103227, title II, §234, Mar. 31, 1994,
108 Stat. 155, related to uses of funds.

Section 5864, Pub. L. 103227, title II, §235, Mar. 31, 1994,
108 Stat. 156, related to non-Federal share of cost of ac-
tivities assisted under grants or contracts under this
part.

PART D—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

§5871. Authorization of appropriations
(a) National Education Goals Panel

There are authorized to be appropriated
$3,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and such sums as
may be necessary for each of the four succeeding
fiscal years, to carry out part A of this sub-
chapter.

(b) National Education Standards and Improve-
ment Council

There are authorized to be appropriated
$3,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and such sums as
may be necessary for each of the fiscal years
1995 through 1998, to carry out part B of this sub-
chapter.
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(c) Opportunity-to-learn development grants

There are authorized to be appropriated
$2,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 1995, to carry
out section 5849 of this title.

(d) Assessment development and evaluation
grants

There are authorized to be appropriated
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and such sums as
may be necessary for each of the 4 succeeding
fiscal years, to carry out section 5850 of this
title.

(Pub. L. 103227, title II, §241, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 156.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 5850 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER III—STATE AND LOCAL
EDUCATION SYSTEMIC IMPROVEMENT

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This subchapter is referred to in sections 5802, 5843,
6041, 6065, 6066, 6311, 6314, 6320, 6649, 6702, 7207, 7814, 8821,
8857 of this title.

§5881. Findings

The Congress finds that—

(1) all students can learn and achieve to high
standards and must realize their potential if
the United States is to prosper;

(2) the reforms in education from 1977
through 1992 have achieved some good results,
but such reform efforts often have been lim-
ited to a few schools or to a single part of the
educational system;

(3) leadership must come from teachers, re-
lated services personnel, principals, and par-
ents in individual schools, and from policy-
makers at the local, State, tribal, and na-
tional levels, in order for lasting improve-
ments in student performance to occur;

(4) simultaneous top-down and bottom-up
education reform is necessary to spur creative
and innovative approaches by individual
schools to help all students achieve inter-
nationally competitive standards;

(5) strategies must be developed by commu-
nities and States to support the revitalization
of all local public schools by fundamentally
changing the entire system of public edu-
cation through comprehensive, coherent, and
coordinated improvement in order to increase
student learning;

(6) parents, teachers, and other local edu-
cators, and business, community, and tribal
leaders must be involved in developing sys-
temwide improvement strategies that reflect
the needs of their individual communities;

(7) State and local education improvement
efforts must incorporate strategies for provid-
ing all students and families with coordinated
access to appropriate social services, health
care, nutrition, and early childhood education,
and child care to remove preventable barriers
to learning and enhance school readiness for
all students;

(8) States and local educational agencies,
working together, must immediately set about
developing and implementing such systemwide
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improvement strategies if our Nation is to
educate all children to meet their full poten-
tial and achieve the National Education Goals
described in subchapter I of this chapter;

(9) State and local systemic improvement
strategies must provide all students with ef-
fective mechanisms and appropriate paths to
the work force as well as to higher education;

(10) businesses should be encouraged—

(A) to enter into partnerships
schools;

(B) to provide information and guidance to
schools based on the needs of area businesses
for properly educated graduates in general
and on the need for particular workplace
skills that the schools may provide;

(C) to provide necessary education and
training materials and support; and

(D) to continue the lifelong learning proc-
ess throughout the employment years of an
individual;

(11) schools should provide information to
businesses regarding how the business commu-
nity can assist schools in meeting the pur-
poses of this chapter;

(12) institutions of higher education should
be encouraged to enter into partnerships with
schools to provide information and guidance
to schools on the skills and knowledge grad-
uates need in order to enter and successfully
complete postsecondary education, and
schools should provide information and guid-
ance to institutions of higher education on the
skills, knowledge, and preservice training
teachers need, and the types of professional
development educators need in order to meet
the purposes of this chapter;

(13) the appropriate and innovative use of
technology, including distance learning, can
be very effective in helping to provide all stu-
dents with the opportunity to learn and meet
high standards;

(14) Federal funds should be targeted to sup-
port State and local initiatives, and to lever-
age State and local resources for designing
and implementing systemwide education im-
provement plans;

(15) all students are entitled to participate
in a broad and challenging curriculum and to
have access to resources sufficient to address
other education needs; and

(16) quality education management services
are being utilized by local educational agen-
cies and schools through contractual agree-
ments among local educational agencies or
schools and businesses providing quality edu-
cation management services.

(Pub. L. 103227, title III, §301, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 157.)

with

REFERENCES IN TEXT
This chapter, referred to in pars. (11) and (12), was in
the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 103227, Mar.
31, 1994, 108 Stat. 125, which is classified principally to
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section
5801 of this title and Tables.

§5882. Purpose
(a) Purpose

It is the purpose of this subchapter to improve
the quality of education for all students by im-
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proving student learning through a long-term,
broad-based effort to promote coherent and
coordinated improvements in the system of edu-
cation throughout the Nation at the State and
local levels.

(b) Congressional intent

This subchapter provides new authorities and
funding for the Nation’s school systems without
replacing or reducing funding for existing Fed-
eral education programs. It is the intention of
the Congress that no State or local educational
agency will reduce its funding for education or
for education reform on account of receiving
any funds under this subchapter.

(Pub. L. 103227, title III, §302, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 1568.)

§5883. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated
$400,000,000 for the fiscal year 1994, and such
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal
years 1995 through 1998, to carry out this sub-
chapter.

(Pub. L. 103227, title III, §303, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 1568.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 5884, 5888 of this
title.

§5884. Allotment of funds

(a) Reservations of funds

From funds appropriated under section 5883 of
this title, the Secretary—

(1) shall reserve a total of one percent to
provide assistance, in amounts determined by
the Secretary—

(A) to the outlying areas;

(B) to the Secretary of the Interior to ben-
efit Indian students in schools operated or
funded by the Bureau; and

(C) to the Alaska Federation of Natives in
cooperation with the Alaska Native Edu-
cation Council to benefit Alaska Native stu-
dents; and

(2) may reserve a total of not more than 5
percent for—

(A) national leadership activities under
sections 5893 and 5894 of this title;

(B) the costs of peer review of State im-
provement plans and applications under this
subchapter; and

(C) evaluation activities under section 5851
of this title.

(b) State allotments

From the 